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Call for Participants

Workshop Title: 
Enhancing Vaccine Design and Delivery strategies: Applications of protein science, proteomics and adjuvants

UK coordinator: 

Prof. Yvonne Perrie, Head of Pharmacy, Aston University
Vietnamese coordinator: 
Dr Nguyen Quoc Binh, Executive Vice – Director of Biotechnology Centre of HCM city, Vietnam

Discipline: 


Bio - technology 

Dates: 



18th – 20th February, 2014
Venue: 


Novotel SaiGon Center




167 Hai Ba Trung, District 3, HCMC

Background

International research collaboration is essential for the global knowledge economy, and it has been shown that internationally mobile researchers tend to be more productive. Furthermore, a shared research interest can help to build trust and relationships between people from very different backgrounds and cultures.

In response to this, and taking advantage of its position as an intercultural relations organisation with global expertise in higher education, the British Council is launching the British Council Researcher Links initiative, in partnership with various research and higher education organisations from around the world.

Researcher links consists of workshops and travel grants, both with a focus on early career researchers.
For more information about the British Council’s Researcher links, please visit website.

http://www.britishcouncil.org/society/science/researcher-links 

Under this Researcher Links programme, British Council Vietnam, in collaboration with UK and Vietnamese partners, is organising the two thematic workshops on biotechnology and telecommunication from 18 – 20 February, 2014 in HCMC. 

We are now calling for participants of early career researchers for these two workshops. Please find details of each workshop at the following links. 

Summary of the workshop
The workshop aims at drawing together experience from a range of protein science, biotechnology and pharmaceutical scientists to consider immuno-vaccinology and vaccine discovery and delivery strategies, using both informatics-based and experimental approaches. Experts in various fields join with young researchers and, by working collectively to address these issues; the workshop fosters and develops new, cross disciplinary understanding and relationships. The workshop and its outputs will foster young researchers that can exploit the latest biotechnology innovations to ensure the effective manufacture and development of antigens and that can combine this with vaccine delivery and targeting strategies to improve vaccine potency. In particular, the support given is to establish networks of young researchers to encourage collaboration in the future. 

The workshops will provide a unique opportunity for sharing research expertise and networking. During the workshops early career researchers will have the opportunity to present their research in the form of a short oral presentation and discuss this with established researchers from the UK and Vietnam. There will be a focus on building up links for future collaborations and participants selected on the basis of their research potential and ability to build longer term links.
The workshop is being coordinated by Prof. Yvonne Perrie from Aston University, UK and Dr Nguyen Quoc Binh, Biotechnology Centre of HCMC, Vietnam  and will have contributions from other leading researchers  from the UK including Prof Roslyn Bill, Prof Helen Griffiths and from Vietnam Dr Nguyen Dang Quan.

We are now inviting Early Career Researchers from the UK and Vietnam to apply to attend this workshop. 

The British Council will cover the costs related to the participation to the workshop, including: travel (both international and local), accommodation and meals. Costs for the visa will be covered; however participants will be responsible for making all the necessary arrangements to obtain the appropriate visa. 

IMPORTANT NOTE: Although this cost will not be covered by the British Council, participants are encouraged to purchase an adequate travel and medical insurance. The British Council accepts no responsibility for any problems which may occur when the participants are in-country.
Application and Deadline: 

The full application below must be completed and submitted by the 16th December 2013 to Ms Hoang Hong at hong.hoang@britishcouncil.org.vn
Applicants will be notified about their application by 10th January 2014.
Eligibility Criteria:

· Applications must be submitted using the Researcher Links application form 

· Application must be submitted before the above deadline

· Participants must be early career researchers: Early Career Researchers are defined as holding a PhD (or having equivalent research experience in any health discipline including medicine, nursing, midwifery, physiotherapy and professions allied to health, dentistry) and having up to 10 years post-PhD research experience. They are equivalent to the ‘Recognised Researcher’ and sometimes ‘Experienced Researcher’ categories in the EU framework for researchers’ careers. http://ec.europa.eu/euraxess/pdf/research_policies/Towards_a_European_Framework_for_Research_Careers_final.pdf . 

· Participants must have a research, academic position (permanent post, research contract, or fellowship etc) at a recognised research institution either in the UK or in Vietnam.

Quality Assessment

· Experience and relevance of the applicant’s research area to the workshop

· Preference will be given to applicants from the following fields, in order

· Vaccines and fish or livestock

· Fish and Livestock

· Vaccines

· Recombinant proteins

· Other related fields

· Motivation and contribution to the aims of the workshop

· Description of the long term impact expected through the participation in the workshop 

· Ability to disseminate workshop’s outcomes 

Selection Procedure: 

· Eligibility check

· Quality assessment

Equal Opportunities

The British Council is committed to equal opportunities and diversity in all its activities and this includes the avoidance of any bias in the assessment of applications due to gender, disability, racial or ethnic origin, sexual orientation, or religious belief.  Participants’ selection undertaken by workshop organisers must not contravene this policy.  Extra support to enable participation of early career researchers with special needs will be given. 

Contacts 
	Giang Nguyen
Higher Education Manager 
British Council 


20 Thuy Khue, Hanoi | Vietnam
T +84 (0)4 3728 1920 ext 1926
Direct +84 (0)4 37281926 
E giang.nguyen@britishcouncil.org.vn
	Dr Fiona M Lacey 

Associate Dean International Provision

School of Life and Health Sciences

Aston University

T +44 (0) 121 204 3974

E f.m.lacey@aston.ac.uk

	Dang Quan NGUYEN, Ph.D
Division of Medical Biotechnology 
Biotechnology Center of Ho Chi Minh City


176 Hai Ba Trung St., Dist.1, Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam
T +84-8-3715-7631
E quanng2009@gmail.com 
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Application Form

	1. Applicant 

	Name and title
	

	Gender (to monitor statistic participation – this will not be considered during assessment)
	

	Position and institution
	

	Postal address
	

	Email
	

	Phone number
	

	Mobile number
	

	Brief CV (academic career, publications, markers of esteem, and any other relevant information) – no more than ½ page of A4
	


	2. Please give a summary of your area of research 

	


	3. Please describe your motivation to attend the workshop and how the workshop matches your professional development needs

	


	4. Please describe the expected impact of your participation to the workshop on your personal and professional development, including your ability to work at an international level

	


	5. Please indicate how you will disseminate the outcomes of the workshops and the new knowledge/skills you have acquired

	


	6. Workshops will take place in English as standard. Please indicate your ability to work and communicate in English (Note, translators may be provided if necessary)

	Native speaker
	
	Good
	

	Excellent
	
	Need support
	


	7. Please use this space to give any additional information that you feel is relevant for the application.
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